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{o Joun Enciisuman, E/7; 


SIR, 
PLeE4se to publifh the following REASONS, and 


you will much oblige, 
Sir, 
Your very humble Servt. 


&. 


Forty unanfwerable REAsons, again{t the 
Bill relating to the College. 


N. B. The Reafons againfi this Bill, are, if duly confidered, 
of equal Force to induce the Afjembly to adopt, and pafs a 
Bill for app roving and provid: ng for the College already 
chablif-ed by the Charter. 


HE Bill for ettablifhing a College, now lying 
before our Honourable Affembly, being made 
public, I preiume it will be no Offence tor any 
one to publith his Sentiments relating to the paf- 
fing of it; [ have therefore thought fit, humbly 

to offer the Forty following Reafons ; and beg Leave, in 
Contormity to the prefent Mo de, tocall them uxan/wwerable 
Reafons, why the Honourabie Ailembly fhould diimifs faid 
Bill ;---with Submifiion, however, to the be tter Judgment 
of Superiors. 

Reason I. Becaufe pafling this Bill into a Law, may 
be a great Prejudice to the Seminary already fo happily ad- 
V anced under the Patronage of the Legiflature ; ; the Dere- 
lidtion of which, will have an unnaturz ‘7 Ap pearance, efpe- 
cially, fince the Conduét of their ‘Truttees has been fo ex- 
cellently vindicated, by an /mpartia! Hand. 


Il. Becaufe it would be giving too much Counte ance to | 


the lndependent Refie@or, whote late Difiertations upon Re- 
higion and Government, have given {o univerfal Dit; guilt to 
Men of Senfe and Probity of all Denominations. 

III. Becaufe adopting fo tar the Independent Reflector’s 
Plan (contained in this Bill) will more truly give the Ap- 
pellation of Refectorian College, than any Party Appel- 
lation that can be given upon the Plan of the Charter 
granted. 

IV. Becaufe, although that Se@, ‘tis likely, will boaft 
of attaining their Ends in a Reflector jan College, yet it will 
not aniwer their Pretence of having a College fo Catholick 
and free, as no Party to have the Aicendant .---For, after 
all, the Prefident will be of /ome Se&t or other ;--which is 
ail the Preference which caufes the groundlefs Clamour 
againit the Charter. 

V. Becaufe, let the Prefidentfhip go as it will, moft of 
the religious Pe oe in the Province will have Reafon 
to complain, that er being wheedled into Silence or 
Approbation of the “Ref e@orian Plan, by a loud Cry of 
Catbolick, free, and Eguality among ‘all Sects and Parties ; 
they are, neverthelefs, excluded from equal Privileges with 
Trinity Church, and the Dutch Reformed Church, as to 
Divinity Profeffors. 





Vi. Becaufe “the provifionary Claufe, inferted for eftab- 
lifhing two Divinity Profeflors, is fo plainly repugnant to 
the very Reafon and Foundation of the preceding enacting 
Clauie, that an Apprebation of it can hardly be thought 
contiitent with the Wifdom of fo auguit a Body. 

Vil. Becaufe the repealing Claufes upon the Motives 
adducing thereto, will be conftrued, not favourably to the 
Wifdom and Prudence of that Honourable Houfe, if they 
think, as moit do, that the Conduct of the Gentlemen 
Truitees, has been well vindicated in alate Pamphlet, for 
that Purpofe publithed :---Which, it is to be hoped, they 
will duly conkder, 

Vill. Becauie the fame repealing Claufe, upon the Mo- 
tive of having found Inexpediency in the Adts to be repea- 
ied, is a plain Cenfure of the Conduét of Gentlemen 
detervedly efteemed for their Probity and Integrity ;---and 
whofe Behaviour, in the Truft committed to them, has 
been well vindicated, by the aforefaid impartial Hand. 

IX. Becaufe this Manner of eftablithing a College, be- 
ing new and without Precedent, (if it cou’d be thought 
confittent with our Conftitution) is a Nowe/ty of that Im- 
portance, as to req.'"e a Rejection, until the potlible In- 
conveniencies have been better confidered ; and the prefent 
Neceflity of taking fuch a Step better proved.---To which 
Purpofe the following Quotations may deferve Contidera:‘on, 
trom an Exelish W riter, called The ReFrec TOR, infinitely 
preferable, on ail Accounts, to our Refledtors. ---Pag. 248, 
‘* How fimple foever a Law may appear, it ought to be 
“ thoroughly fifted and confidered :---For the making of 
“ Experiments in Law, is as dangerous to a Scate as the 
“ making Experiments in Phyfick. Mifchief is done in 
“ both Cafes, if the Experiment mifcarries. Men mutt 
“ not argue in fuch momentous Affairs, as they do in 
. lighter Matters ; andcry, ‘ It iseaiy to make the Ex- 
“ periment,’ Becaufe, Commotion is fooner raifed than 
‘* {upprefled in a Government. --- Pag. 259. The late Czar, 
* who moulded Rufia a-new, uted tech Precaution in his 
‘« Reformations, that he rarely attempted one, without 
‘ being well afiured it would prove advantageous. King 
“ William being exhorted to introduce a ney Regulation, 
‘* took Time to confider of it; and corfulted his wifett 
«© Men, whether fuch and fuch Inconveaiancies would be 
«“ remedied thereby: Being anfwered in the Negative ; 
“ Then faid the King ; “* We had as good let Things re- 
« main as they were.” This Conduct of the Britif Mo- 
“« narch, the Czar frequently cited, when any new Rega- 
“« lations were propofed to him, trom which he could ice 
“ no great Advantage to the Public. Indeed, it is beftto 
** retain the old Regulations, when they can’t be bettered 
“© by new Ones ; becaufe Inconveniencies may arife from 
«« Alteration.” 

X. Becaufe, if any Chapters, or Portion of Holy Writ, 
when to be read, may be called Lettures in Divinity, as 
indeed they may ; the Twel!th enadting Claufe muft be 
underitood, to prohibit the Prefident and Tetors in the 
College, from reading the Pible: And it may be urged by 
fome, that this appears to be the Defign ot, this Section, 
becaufe it unmediately follows this Prohibition, as a Reafon 
of 
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of it, “ that every Scholar or Pupil be freely left » purfue 
“‘ his own Method in the Stuay of the tacred Scripture." 

XI. Becaufe, as Perjury is a Crime very hensous in the 
Sight of God, and the imputation of it molt ic andalous 
to Men intrufled with any important Affairs in the Com- 
mon Wealth, the Oath of Office by this Bill to be ees 
being fo very reftri¢tive, with Reipect to all we Claates Z 
Prohibition mentioned in this lame Bill, it ma) deter fue 
Officers in the College, whoie Contciences are n cely 
fcrupulous, from ever reading the HolySeripture in the _ 
lece ; even altho’ wife Expoftors ot! faid Bill fhould te 
them, That Ledures in Divinity muft mean fomething elfe. 
Or at leaft, it may give a Handle to fuch as bear them in 
WiJl, and are upon the 4 atch for Occahons of Reproach, 
to call them perjured for reading the Bible. 

XII. Becauie, epon the Motrves inthe lait Reafon men- 
tioned, the Prefident and Tutors mutt be reitritted from 
ii moral and divine Reflections in the Courte of their In- 
fractions, Teth it fhould be really contrary to their Oath ; 


, ! | ae Se : al. 
or by others faid to be fo, for their Reproacn and Sc andal; 
1) -23-Mb< h as duch Ret cliOns, sroral and divine, may be 
\ 3 


interpreted to be fome Means or Endeavours to induce, 
follicit or perfuade foie + their Pupils, to alter or change 
their Tenets ; or notleave them fo unprejadiced in their 
Choice of religious Zenets anal Perfuations, as the Eleventh 
enatling Claufe fvems to mtend they fhall be. 

XIN). Becaufe it is a Scheme the moft furprifing, and 
never before heard of, to guard againtt all religious Antt- 


: : 
Religion fhould not, by any Care of the Initructors, be 


early inflilled, left corrupt and wicked Ones fhould not at- 
terwards have an equal Chance of Admiflion into their un- 
prejudiced Minds, ae 

XIV. Becaufe, afterall, ifthis could be fuppofed a Care 
worthy the Legiflature of a Country, this Scheme is, howe 
ever, in a great Meature defeated, by an after Claufe, in- 
ftituting two Profefforthips ; which can be of no Uie at all, 
but by the Behaviour of thofe two Officers, in dire@ Re- 
fugrancy to the Prohibitions of the Eleventh’ enaéting 
Claufe; Which Sort of direét Repugnancy, in one and the 
fume AG, will be imputed to Want of difcerning in the 
Planners. 

XV. Becaufe, in the faid Eleventh ena€ting Claufe, there 
is no Sewing or Provi/o for abfolving the two Profefiors of 
Divinity fromthe Guilt of Perjury, when after taking the 
prefeiibed Oath of Office, they enter upon the Bufinefs of 
teaching their feveral Theological Syitems. 

AVI. Beeaute Oaths and Subicriptions required by Law, 
the Kefufal of which difqualifes every Perfon, how well 
focver otherwite qa: lifed for an Othce, being in the true 
Senfe of the Word, a religious Ze/?; the Thirteenth enacling 
Clautc, a5 an evident Repugnancy to the avowed Reafon 
and Ground of all the Reitrictions and Prohibitions of the 
‘benth, inwoduced by thefe Words ; “* And alfo, in order 
* that no »e/égious Te/? thould ever preyail in the faid Col- 
« Jeve ;” unlefs perhaps fome may fay, a Tef can’t be 
called re/igious, which is an Evidence of having no Religion. 
‘Thiz, however, (if the Abfurdity can be overlooked) is un- 
der the Sanction of Oaths, which ufed to be called religious 
Things. 

XVII. Becaufe the Oaths and Subfcriptions required to 
quality all Ofhcers to be admitted to any Share of Govern- 
ment, or Teaching in the College, binding the faid Of- 
ficers to fo many nice and exact Compliances, and unheard 
of Caucions, to avoid influencing the religious Sentiments 
of the Pupils ; may be looked upon in the Number of Jm- 


pofitions, as {evere as any which have been complained of 


in the Church of Exg/and fince the Reformation :---Which, 
therefore, if it were only for the Name of religious /mpo- 
fitions, matt be thought to give great Offence to all thofe 
who makeuch /mpoftions their main Objection againit the 
Conftitution of the Englith Church. 

AVIIT. Becaule this Te/, refpecting fo many fcrupulous 
Punctilio’s, to guard againit all religious Inftruétion, and 
againit «ll moral aud divine Reflections, will prove an ef- 
fectual Bar againit the moft religious and con{cientious 
Men, of found Principles and Morals ; and leave the Of- 
fice of Prefident, and other Offices of Conlequence, to be 


cipations of the Youth, fo that even the beft Principles of 


) 


filled with none but thofe, who, ef{ceming ail Religions 
alike, bad or good, can’t be thought to have any Con- 
{cience, with Regard to their own Perluafions , --- I he Mo- 
ther whofe the living Child really was confented it thou J 
be given to her Adverfary to preferve its Lite ; but the falte 
Harlot was, content it fhou’d belong to neither, but be 
deitroyed by the dividing of it. The rf Aing, by his 
Conduét in that perplexed Difpute, hath fet an ixample 
for others io imitate in the like intricate Contetts. 

XIX. Becaufe the Tenth enacting Claufe, prohibiting 
the leaft Regard to be had to any religious Principles, Pro- 
f-fien or Denomination in the Choice of Prefident, ‘Truitee, 
or any other Officer, either qualifying or difqualitying, 
will give J:fdels too great a Handle wherewith to Reproach 
our Holy Keligion ; by telling us, that as the Legiilature 
have fet the mott ridiculous Perfuafions upon a Level with 
the beft, foit isa very natural Inference to conclude, that 
they muit think the beit and moit reafonable but on a Le- 
vei with the moft whimfical and extravagant that have been, 
or hereafter may be invented. P 

XX. Becaufe the bad Efedés of {uch an exact equipon- 
derating of all Proteftant Perfuafions, for the religious 
Eitabliihment of the College, by the Legiflature, wail pro- 
bably be foon diffufed through the whole Country : And as 
one Extreme begets another, the Contempt by this Means 
thrown upon the Proteftant Religion, mutt unavoidably 
furnith the Emifiaries of Rome and Fraxce, with To} 1s of 
Declamation as well as Arguments, in tavour of Popery and 
Tyranny; by which Means the ‘Tranition may be inade 
eafy, trom a State of Jrre/ gion and Prophantty, into a Staie 
cf the work Superfition and Slavery. 

XXI. Becaufe the Deformation of Religion, being the 
Reverie of Reformation, every good Man thould wilh 
to {ce the Legiilature of his Country, intent upon Defigns 
moft contrary to the natural Tendency of pafling this Bull ; 
eipecially, when alarmed by the heavy Judgments of GOD 
hanging over the Country ; which the too prevailing Con. 
tempt and Neglect of God’s true Religion, gives the grea- 
tei Apprehention of. 

XAil. Becaule luch a Denial of the leaft Preference to 
be given unto the eftablifhed national Religion, before the 
wildelt Extravagancies of Fanaticilm, may be conitrued as 
a grois Affront to our Mother Country. ‘ 

AXHI. Becaufe fuch Exclufion of all Difcrimination of 
religious Perfuafions in the College, tq be made peiy etual 
by a provincial Legiflaturc:, is utterly inconfiltent with the 
King’s Supremacy in Matters of Religion, as being a 
Branch of his Royai Prerogative, taking Place in all the 
Plantations : Which Point, in the Lords Juftices Letter to 
Lieutenant Governor Dummer, O&ober 7, 1725, is iaid to 
be clear to his Majcfty’s Attorney and Sollicitor General. 
Vid. Doug. Hitt. Sum. Vol. Il. pag. 338. 

XXIV. Becau‘e the Power of creating Bodies Politick, 
with Liberties and Immunities, Civil and Religious, is alfo 
a Branch of the King’s Prerogative ; and thofe who endca. 
vour to raifea popular Clamour, to urge on the Invafion of 
it, may read the Opinion in the Letter above cited, in a 
Cate very fimilar, {peaking of the Attorney and Sollicitor 
General ; “ ‘They conceive the above-mentioned Applica- 
‘“ tion of the faid Miniiters, not to you alone, as reprefen- 
ting the King’s Perfon; but to you, and the Council, 
and the Houle of Reprefentatives, to be a Contempt of 
his Majeity’s Prerogative ; as it is a public Acknowledge- 
ment, that the Power of granting what they defire, re- 
“ fides in the legiilative Body of the Province, which by 
** Law is vefted only in his Majefty.” 

XXV. Becaufe, to correfpond with the above Quotation, 
itis to be obferved, that by the very firft Law in our prin- 
ted Book, itis recognized and enaéted, “ That there can 
“‘ beno Power and Authority held and exercifed over their 
“ Majefties Subjeéts, in this their Province and Dominion, 
“* but what muft be derived from their Majetties, their 
‘* Heirs and Succeffors, &3¢.” 

XXVI. Becaufe, after the Lieutenant Governor, and his 
Majetty’s Honourable Council, two Branches of the Le- 
giflature, have already approved of the Eftablifhmert by the 
King’s Letters Patent; pafling the prefent Bill by the other 
Branch, may prove an Occafion of fuch Difputes and 


Difference 


“e 
ae 
“ce 


ti 








all Religions 
re any Con- 
---The Mo- 
ed it fhou’d 
but the falfe 
‘her, but be 
Aing, by his 
an bWxample 
ts. 
prohibiting 
ciples, Pro- 
ent, Truitee, 
liqualifying. 
to Reproach 
e Legiftature 
t Level wich 
nclude, that 
mut on a Le- 
at have been, 


act equipon- 
the religious 
e, wail pro- 
try : Andas 

this Means 
unavoidably 
th lo; 1s of 
t Popery and 
ay be made 

info a State 


1, being the 
fhould wath 
pon Defigns 
ng this Bull ; 
nts of GOD 
Vailing Lon. 
es the grea - 


Preference to 
, before the 
conitrued as 
' 

‘imination of 
de perp eraal 
ent with the 

as being a 
ce in all the 
Ces Letter fo 
5, 18 iaid to 
tor General. 


lies Politick, 
ous, is alfo 
who endea 
e Invatfion of 
cited, in a 
ind Sollicitor 
ned Applica- 
as Feprere n- 
he Council, 
ontempt of 
‘knowled ge- 
 defire, re- 
e, which by 


¢ Quotation, 
in our prin- 
at there can 
ed over their 
| Dominion, 
jefties, their 


nor, and his 
of the Le- 
ment by the 
by the other 
Nifputes and 
Ditkerence 





ik a 
is ae 


IR yaaa 


¥ 
<3 ets URBAN Sater a. 6s lee 










Sey 


Sie Hh denuaeed ek ieee 
ee Sle o 


pete) 






ad 


io 


ees 


TO gee TE gS 


nore an OR 


a a 


Difference among the feveral Branches of the Legifature, 
as no Friend to his Country would with to fee, efpec.ally at 
a Juncture when the greateft Harmony is neceflary to diffi- 
pate our Fears from other Quarters. 

XXVII. Becaafe the Scheme of this Bill devolves fo 
much Bofinefs upon the Honourable Affembly, from Age 
to Age, as will prove very Burthenfome to the Members, 
and a great Increafe of xxpence to their Conitituents ;--- 
when the great Defign of promoting Learning may be in- 
finitely better anfwered without it. 

XXVIII. Becaufe the Scheme ‘of this Bill gives not only 
every Schollar, but even every Sweeper and Bedmaker, t=. 
an Action at Law upon every frivolous Diiguft, wherein 
they apprehend themielves injured by their Superiors ; 
which mutt multiply Law-Suits, and occafion E xpences to 
a vait Degree ; infomuch, tinat there would need Courts 
perpetually open for that Purpofe. Well contrived this for 
tome People's {ntereft ! 

XXIX. Becaufe a College eftablithed upon the Plan of 
this Bill, will, very probably, prove a Bone of Contention, 
and uncomfortable Strife and Animofity in every Part of the 
Province, from Generation to Generation, as different 
Parties will endeavour to ftrengthen their Intereft in the 
Sway of the College ; which will make new Elections of 
Atiemblymen, every where, very expenfive ; as well as the 
Heatsand Animofities in every Part among the [icctors, 
very projudicial to Society. 

XXX. Becaufe, from the above Reafons, the Neceflity 
of repealing many Claufes, and fubftituting others inftead 
thereof, upon Mxperiment made, will probably foon appear 
unto the Legiflature, who are always toretain that Power : 
And one would fufpeét, that the Refle Porian Proedors, had 
defignedly provided for fauch Neceflity of {peedy Alterations, 
that, accordingto what Influence they may be able to obtain 
inany tucceeding Aitembly, they may introduce their own 
Creed, or any other of the Sedtaries moft conformable to 
their Withes ; for which Purpofe the 4/erm Bell, to give 
Notice to their Party, has already been rung from the atch- 
Tower, Numb. IV. towards the End ; which had fome Re- 
marks upon it inthe Second Continuation of the Dialogue 
between C. and D. in the Mercury. , 

XXXI. Becaule this Bill, by providing that any Form of 
Prayer at all be made and impoted, mult as much difguit 
the whole Bocy of Diffenters, as thofe of the Church of 
England, fince they are equally againft any Forms of Prayer 
of Impofitions at all. 

XXXII. Becaufe when this Bill has provided that this 
Form of Prayer be made as unex eftionatle as poflible by 
the ‘Truftecs, it muft after that, be altered and mended by 
the Aficmbly ; which implies a very great Abfurdity and 
Inconiiftenc 

XXXII. Becaufe it is really montlrous, that a College 
fhou'd, (as itis in this Bill) be forbidden by tie Legiflature 
to teach any Syftem of Religion, openly to the Pupils.--- 
What ? Would you have your Children bred up without 
any Religion? 

XAXLV. Becaufe it is equally monflrous, to encourage 
the Children (as this Bill does) to diipute and canvafs ail 
Points and Controverfies in Religion ; and that without 
givingthem any public Means or Initructions, to enable 
them fo todo. ‘This is to require them to make Bricks 
without affording them any Straw. ; 

XXXV. Becaufe it looks as if even a Chriftian Common- 
Wealth, was afhamed of Chrifliamty, to forbid even the 
Profefiors of Divinity, (as this Bill does) to hold any Lec- 
tures, except privately in their Chambers, where none but 
a few Pupils, defigned for the Pulpit, can be the wifer for 
them. ‘This is indeed making a down-right Conundrum of 
Religion. 

XXXVI. Becaufe it puts a venerable Chriftian Legiflative 
Body in a moit ridiculous Light, to fuppofe they wou’d 
pals a Bill to prohibit, even Chriftianity to be openly taught 


in their Collece ; which it does, fince it forbids any Syfte: 
of Religion at ail to be openly taught in it. 

XXXVIL. Becaufe it fets them ina moft ridiculous Light 
alfo, to fuppofe they would make fuch a meer Joke of 
Chriftianity, as to fetthe Boys to be perpetually difputing 
about it, when they are not allowedto know any Thing 
of it, by any Inftruction provided for them. 

XXXVIIl. Becaufe the Bill, not only in Effeet, forbids 
the Children to be taught Chriftianity ; but any Body elle, 
openly to fay a Word about it, except the Boys ; leit it 
fnou'’d be interpreted (as it well might.) to imply an En- 
deavour in me (for Inftance) to perfuade another to be of 
iny Mind. 

XXXAIX. Becaufe it puts not only Cuakers and Mora- 
wiars, into a Capacity ot being Pretidents, by providing a 
folemn Affirmation inttead of an Oath, to qualify them ; 
bui alfo Pelagiaxs, Socinians, and Arians ; nay, the bit- 
tere Enemies of Chriftianity, even Deis and Athiefts, 
as there is no Sort of Teft provided to excludethem. And 
accordingly Mr. Wat-4-Tower declares, Numb, XIII. 
that “ he knows feveral Perions, who, he fays, are able to 
“ ferve in that Capacity, much to their own Honour and 
** Advantage to the College and Province, who would re- 
*- fufe the Sacrament, notonly in the Church of Exgland, 
** but in any Chriitian Church whatioever.”” What Sort 
of Creatures he means J cannot imagine, unlefs they are 
Infidels : Tam fare he is wreng, to fay they are of thot, or 
any other Church, that refufe to communicate with any : 
Should fuch a Perfon be chofe Prefident, would not his bad 
Example bring the Sacraments into Contempt among his 
young Pupils, tothe great Difhonour of Chrifhanity ? Blef- 
ied College this indeed !---in which to nurture aad train 
up our dear Children !----A glorious Pofterity we fhall have 
under fuch a Culture !---Let every confiderate, ferious Af- 
femblyman, think in earneit, what fort of Patriots thete 
muitbe, whocou’d have the Affurance to contrive fucha 
Bill as this, and induce any Member to offer it to any Chri- 
fiian Legillature ! For we may be {ureno Member was the 
Author of it. 

XL. Becaufe in a Matter of fo great Importance, the 
real Interef of the Country ought to preponderate, what- 
ever other Motives private Gentlemen may be urged by: 
And even the Solicitations of a Multitude, when obtained 
by Mifreprefentations, or without fuflicient Information, 
fhou’d never induce the Reprefentatives of a Country to 
act againit its trae Intere/? ; which in the prefent Cafe mult 
needs be, ¢o fave avery great and continual Expence, which 
erecting a College upon the Plan of this Bill will prove : 
And for which it cannot be faid, there is now the leaft 
Neceffity : Or that a liberal and free Education for their 
Children, may not be had by every Sort of Perfvafion, in 
the College already eflablifhed by Charter ; which, ‘ts 
likely, the moft confiderable Gentlemen in the Province, for 


5 


Dignity and Weaith, will undertake the Supportot, what- 
ever be the Fate of this Bill. And as two Colleges can’t 
be wanted at prefent, the Expence of a Second mutt be 
needlefs, and will be the heavier upon the Public ; becaufe 
it can expeét no private Benefactions from any of the Gen. 
tlemen of Wealth, who engage in the Support of the Fir/ ; 
which, if the Legillature continue their Favour to, and 
nourifh as a Child of their own, may be made flourithing, 
at a lefs Expence to the Public, and anfwer every reafo- 
nable Man’s Wifh in Refpect of Education ; and moreover, 
provean Increafe of Wealth to the Province, as upon io 
free and generous a Plan, adapted to our real Conftitution, 
we may expect it will invite Gentlemen in the We/?-Jndia 
Iflands, tofend their Sons hither for Education. Twenty 
Reafons more at leaft, might be alledged againft this Bill ; 
but thefe may fuffice at prefent, and are humbly fubmitted 
to better Judgments, with all proper Deference, By 
&. 








Printed and fold in Beaver-ftreet, New-York. 
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